The Emperor's Confidence in Bethmann

but gradually His Majesty has accustomed himself to me,
and I can't tell you how touched I am by the confidence in
me which he now exhibits."

I concluded from this conversation the Chancellor was
satisfied and that he was agreed on all points with his august
master. There's nothing brilliant about Bethmann, but he's
a worthy man who sees only his duty, and the Emperor has
had too many unfortunate experiences with Billow, Holstein
and Co., not to recognise the superiority of his present
Chancellor. Bulow was a comedian in comparison, but an
amusing one all the same. According to what you tell me,
Marschall views Bethmann much as I do* The Bulow Party
are getting smaller and the Emperor often makes the Empress
feel she was completely lacking in judgment in supporting
Bulow vis-h-vis himself, as she did a year ago. As for the
Grand Duchess of Baden, she doesn't mention him any more.

Berlin, I2th February, 1910.

I imagine the Turks are not particularly pleased about the
latest decisions taken by the Powers on the subject of Crete.
They are only provisional and provisional things are worth
nothing in my opinion. Here we are, having scenes in the
Chamber because of the new electoral law about which the
liberal Party are very displeased. They're against Bethmann,
who's not its author, but only the heir. None-the-less if I'd
been in his place I would have introduced modifications
because this law is quite stupid. It accords incredible rights
to a class of people who indeed understand nothing of politics
and who are solely submissive instruments in the hands of
the Government. I am referring to a certain class of non-
commissioned officers and people of that sort. They may
be equalitarian in Prance, but in Germany they don't wish
to hear it mentioned. As howevrc, in spite of this, the
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